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more suited to his intellectual endowments than that in which
he was born.  Bryant was befriended in a manner not dis-
similar, for the same reason. In the case of Woodhouse and
Ann Yearsley the intention was to better their condition in
their own way of life. And the Woodstock shoemaker was
chieflyindebted for the patronage which he received to Thomas
Warton’s good nature ; for my predecessor Warton was the
best-natured man that ever wore a great wig.” There is the
true English generosity of sentiment here,—a generosity
which, in such well-known. cases as that of Henry Kirke
‘White and John Jones, was actually exemplified by Southey
himself ; and his remark regarding the humanizing influence
of poesy on even its humbler cultivators will scarce fail to
remind some of our readers of the still happier one which our
countryman Mackenzie puts into the mouth of “old Ben Sil-
ton.”  “There is at least,” said the stranger, “one advan-
tage in the poetical inclination, that it is an incentive to phi-
lanthropy. There is a certain poetic ground on which a man
cannot tread without feelings that enlarge the heart. The
causes of human depravity vanish before the romantic enthu-
siasm he professes ; and many who are not able to reach the
Parnassian heights may yet approach so near as to be bet-
tered by the air of the climate.”

The untaught poets of Scotland have fared much more
hardly than those of the sister country. Some of them forced
their way through life simply as energetic, vigorous men.
Allan Ramsay throve as a tradesman, and built for himself a
house in Edinburgh, which continues to attract the eye of the
stranger by its picturesqueness, and which few literary men
of the present day could afford to purchase. And Falconer,
though he died a sailor’s death in the full vigour of his prime,
had first risen from the forecastle to the quarterdeck as a bold
and skilful seaman. Allan Cunningham, too, made his way
good as a hard-working business man.  But, if unable to help
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