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and the moss which now enveloped them had not yet
formed, this insulated hill must have raised its heathy ridge
over the trees, and borne the marks of an antiquity appar
ently not less remote than those which it bears now. And
then, long ere the hill itself had formed, the same remark
must have applied with at least equal force to the Oolitic
rock below. We see that, when overlaid by the ponderous
ice, it must have been exactly the same sort of hard, brittle
sandstone it is at the present moment. As shown by the
slim. partitionings that divide internally its casts of Belern
nites, it must have hardened ere its fossils were absorbed;
and, as shown by its polished and striated surfaces, its fos
sils must have been absorbed ere the glacier slid over it.
We see laid bare in the lines of the stri, the casts of

Gryphites, Pectens, and Terebratuke; we see further, that
the hollows which they formed were weak places in the
stone, and that the ice, breaking through, had crushed into
them the minute fragments of which their roofs had been

composed; and so infer from the appearances, that the
newer Oolite of Sutherland must have been as firm a build

ing-stone in the ages of the glaciers as it is now.

As we approach the valley of the Brora, we see a long,
well-marked moraine sweeping in a curved line along the

base of the hill that forms its northern boundary of en

trance, and are again reminded, by the general parallelism
of moraine and hill, of the reversed wave thrown back
from a barrier of rock. In the gorge of the valley, imme

diately below where the river expands into a fine wild

lake, we find the moraines very abundant, but preserving
no regularity of line. They exist as a broken, cockling sea

of miniature hills; and, to follow up the twice-used illustra

tion, remind one of rebounding waves at the opening of a

rocky bay, where the lines meet and cross, and break one

another into fragments. Like many of the other moraines

of the Highlands, they were of mark enough to attract the
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