
202 FORMATION OF CREVASSES.

of blue ice alternating with furrows of powdery whitish ice, where sand and dust
incessantly make their deposits, and communicate the sombre tint easily recognizable
at a distance. Professor Forbes calls them dirt-bands. They are detected with
special facility in a time of thaw, and the veins of azure ice are then remarkable for
their transparency.
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summer the crevasses are en-

larged by the gradual melting away of their sides, until they become

great yawning abysses, which surround with new perils the path of

the adventurous explorer.

After a fall of snow, they are not infrequently spanned by a
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