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OF PLANTS. 39

Gymnogens we find the first indication of the Liliacez, or
lily-like plants,—of plants, too, allied to the Pandanacez or
screw-pines, the fruits of which are sometimes preserved in
a wonderfully perfect state of keeping in the Inferior Oolite,
together with Carpolithes,—palm-like fruits, very ornately
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sculptured,—and the remains of at least one other monoco-
tyledon, that bears the somewhat general name of an Endo-
genite. 'With these there occur a few disputed leaves, which
I must persist in regarding as dicotyledonous. But they
formed, whatever their true character, a very inconspicuous
feature in the Oolitic flora ; and not until the overlying Cre-
taceous system is ushered in do we find leaves in any consi-
derable quantity decidedly of this high family ; nor until we
enter into the earlier Tertiaries do we succeed in detecting a
true dicotyledonous tree. On such an amount of observation
is this order of succession determined,—though the evidence
is, of course, mainly negative,—that when, some eight-or ten

* No true fossil palms have yet been detected in the great Oolitic and
‘Wealden systems, though they certainly occur in the Carboniferous and
Permian rocks, and are comparatively common in the earlier and middle
Tertiary formations. Much cannot be founded on merely negative evi-
dence ; but it would be certainly a curious circumstance should it be found
that this graceful family, first ushered into being some time in the later
Palseozoic periods, was withdrawn from creation during the Middle ages of
the earth’s history, to be again introduced in greatly more than the earlier
proportions during the Textiary and recent periods,
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