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longer a prominent place. On the other hand, the dicotyle­
donous herbs and trees, previously so inconspicuous in crea­
tion, are largely developed. Trees of those Amentiferous 
orders to which the oak, the haze~ the beech, and the plane 
belong, were perhaps not less abundant in the Eocene woods 
than in those of the present time : they were mingled with 
trees of the Laure~ the Leguminous, and the Anonaceous or 
custard-apple families, with many others ; and deep forests, 
in the latitude of London (in which the intertropical forms 
must now be protected, as in the Crystal Palace, with cover­
ings of glass, and warmed by artificial heat), abounded in 
graceful palms. Mr Bowerbank found in the London Clay 
of the island of Sheppey alone the fruits of no fewer than 
thirteen different species of this picturesque family, which 
lends so peculiar a feature to the landscapes in which it oc­
curs ; and ascertained that the undergrowth beneath was 
composed, in large proportion, of creeping plants of the gourd 
and melon order. From the middle or Miocene flora of the 

Fig 43. 
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(A Palm of the Miocene of Ai:c.) 
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