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its greenest and richest plains. ~or does even the :flora of 
the Oolite seem to have been in the least suited for the pur­
poses of the shepherd or herdsman. Not until we enter on 
the Tertiary periods do we find floras amid which man 
might have profitably laboured as a dresser of gardens, a 
tiller of fields, or a keeper of :flocks and herds. Nay, there 
are whole orders and families of plants Qf the very first im­
portance to man which do not appear until late in even the 
Tertiary ages. Some degree of doubt must always attach to 
merely negative evidence ; b11t Agassiz, a geologist whose 
statements must be received with respect by every student 
of the science, finds reason to conclude that the order of the 
Rosacere,-an order more important to the gardener than ai .. 
most any other, and to which the apple, the pear, the quince, 
the chen .. y, the plum, the peach, the apricot, the nectarine, 
the almond, the raspberry, the strawberry, and the various 
brambleberries belong, together with all the roses and the 
})Otentillas,-was introduced only a short time previotlS to 
the appearance of ma.n. And the true grasses,-a still more 
important orde1', which, as the corn-bearing plants of the agri­
culturist, feed at the present time at least two thirds of the 
human species, and in their humbler varieties form the staple 
food of the g'razing animals,-scarce appear in the fossil state 
at all. They are peculiarly plants of the human period. 

Let me instance one other family of which the fossil bo­
tanist has not yet succeeded in finding any trace in even the 
Tertiary deposits, and which appears to have been specially 
created for the gratification of human sense. Unlike the 
Rosacere, it exhibits no rich blow of colour, or tempting show 
of luscious fi.'Uit ;-it does not appeal very directly to either 
the sense of taste or of sight ; but it is richly odoriferous ; 
and, though deemed somewhat out of place in the garden for 
the last cent11ry and more, it enters lat·gely into the composi­
tion of some of our most fashionable perfumes. I refer to 


	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1870-Miller-Testimony/README.htm


