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TOSSIL DRAGON-FLY.
Solenlhofen.

oy romancer of the middle ages. Ants were also common,
with crickets, grasshoppers, bugs both of the land and water,
beetles, two-winged flies, and, in species distinct from the
preceding carboniferous ones, the disgusting cockroaches.
And for the first time amid the remains of a flora that seems
to have had its few flowers,—though flowers could have formed
no conspicuous feature in even an Oolitic landscape,—we de-
tect, in a few broken fragments of the wings of butterflies,
decided trace of the flower-sucking insects. Not, however,
until we enter into the great Tertiary division do these be-
come numerous. The first bee makes its appearance in the
amber of the Eocene, locked up hermetically in its gem-like
tomb,—an embalmed corpse in a crystal coffin,—along with
fragments of flower-bearing herbs and trees. The first of the
Bombycide too,—insects that may be seen suspended over
flowers by the scarce visible vibrations of their wings, and
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