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b6 THE PALZONTOLOGICAL HISTORY

failed to discover ; and which, after receiving so immense a
development during the middle and later times of the Silu-
rian period, that whole rocks were formed almost exclusive-
ly of their remains, gradually died out in the times of the
0Old Red Sandstone, and disappeared for ever from creation
after the Carboniferous Limestone had been deposited. The
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Palzontologist knows no more unique family than that of
the Trilobites, or a family more unlike any which now ex-
ists, or a family which marks with more certainty the early
rocks in which they occur. And yet, though formed in a
fashion that perished myriads of ages ago, how admirably
does it not exhibit the articulated type of being, and illus-
trate that unity of design which, amid endless diversity, per-
vades all nature ! The mollusca of the Silurians ranged
from the high cephalopoda, represented in our existing seas
by the nautili and the cuttle-fishes, to the low brachipods,
some of whose cogeners may still be detected in the tere-
bratule of our Highland lochs and bays, and some in the
lingulee of the southern hemisphere. The cephalopods of
the system are all of an obsolete type, that disappeared my-
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