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striking the resemblance borne by the story, as a whole, to
that narrative in the opening page of human history which
exhibits the first parents of the race as yielding up tn the
temptation of the serpent the gift of immortality ! and rur-
ther, how remarkable the fact, that the reptile selected as
typical here of the great fallen spirit that kept not his first
estate, should be at once the reptile of latest appearance in
creation, and the one selected by philosophic naturalists as
representative of a reversed process in the course of being,—
of a downward, sinking career, from the vertebrate antetype
towards greatly lower types in the invertebrate divisions !
The fallen spirit is represented in revelation by what we are
now taught to recognise in science as a degraded reptile.
Birds malke their first appearance in a Red Sandstone de-
posit of the United States in the valley of the Connecticut,
which was at one time supposed to belong to the Triassic
system, but which is now held to be at least not older than
the times of the Lias. No fragments of the skeletons of
birds have yet been discovered in formations older than the
Chalk ; the Connecticut remains are those of footprints ex-
clusively ; and yet they tell their extraordinary story, so far
as it extends, with remarkable precision and distinctness.
They were apparently all of the Gralle or stilt order of birds,
—an order to which the cranes, herons, and bustards belong,
with the ostriches and cassowaries, and which is characterized
by possessing but three toes on each foot (one species of ostrich
has but two), or, if a fourth toe be present, so imperfectly is
it developed in most of the cases, that it fails to reach the
ground. And in almost all the footprints of the primeeval
birds of the Connecticut there are only three toes exhibited.
Peculiar, ill understood laws regulate the phalangal divisions
of the various animals. It is a law of the human kind, for
instance, that the thumb should consist of but three pha-
langes ; while the fingers, even the smallest, consist of four.



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1870-Miller-Testimony/README.htm


