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period, there have been detected the remains of birds scarce
inferior in size to those of America in the Liassic ages. The
bones of the Dinornis giganteus, exhibited by the late Dr Man-
tell in Edinburgh in the autumn of 1850, greatly exceeded
in bulk those of the largest horse. A thigh-bone sixteen
inches in length measured nearly nine inches in circumfe-
rence in the middle of the shaft : the head of a tibia measured
twenty-one inches in circumference. It was estimated that
a foot entire in all its parts, which formed an interesting por-
tion of the exhibition, would, when it was furnished with
nails, and covered by the integuments, have measured about
fifteen inches in length ; and it was calculated by a very com-
petent authority, Professor Owen, that of the other bones of
the leg to which it belonged, the tibia must have been about
two feet nine inches, and the femur about fourteen and a half
inches long. The larger thigh-bone referred to must have
belonged, it was held, to a bird that stood from eleven to
twelve feet high,—the extreme height of the great African
elephant.  Such were the monster birds of a comparatively
recent period ; and their remains serve to render credible the
evidence furnished by the great foot-prints of their remote
predecessors of the Lias, The huge feet of the greatest Di-
nornis whose bones have yet been found would have left im-
pressions scarcely an inch shorter than those of the still huger
birds of the Connecticut. Is it not truly wonderful, that in
this late age of the world, in which the invention of the poets
seems to content itself with humbler and lowlier flights than
of old, we should thus find the facts of geology fully rivalling,
in the strange and the outré, the wildest fancies of the ro-
mancers who flourished in the middle ages? I have already
referred to flying dragons,—real existences of the Qolitic pe-
riod,—that were quite as extraordinary of type, if not alto-
gether so huge of bulk, as those with which the Seven Cham-
pions of Christendom used to do tattle ; and here are we in-
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