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Fig. 72. 

DINOTHERIUM GIGANTEUM. 

(Miocene.) 

of the skull not a little resembled that of the Cetacere ; while, 
from the form of the nasal bones, the creature was evidently 
furnished with a trunk like the elephant. It seems not im­
probable, therefore, that this bulkiest ofmammaliferous quad­
rupeds constituted, as I have said, a sort of uniting tie be­
tween creatures still associated in the httman mind, from the 
circttmstance of their massive proportions, as the greatest that 
swim the sea or walk the land,-the whale and the elephant. 
The Mastodon, an elephantoid animal, also furnished, like 
tl1e elephant., with tusks and trunk, but marked by certain 
pecttliarities which constitute it a different genus, seems in 
E11rope to have been contemporary with the Dinotherium ; 
but in North .America (the scene of its greatest numerical 
development) it appears to belong to a later age. In height 
it did not surpass the .African elephant, but it considerably 
exceeded it in length,-a spec~en which could not have 
stood above twelve feet high indicating a length of about 
twenty-five feet : it had what the elephants want,-tusks 
fixed in its lower jaw, which the males retained through 
life, bttt the females lost when young ; its limbs were pro­
portionally shorter, but more massive, and its abdomen more 
elongated and slim; its grinder teeth too, some of which 
have been fnown to weigh from seventeen to twenty P?unds, 
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