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Fig. 176.

HYZENA SPELEA.
Cave Hy=na. ("Pleistocene. )

tened on the beaver or the reindeer, and now upon the roe-
buck or the goat. In one of these caves, such of the bones
as projected from the stiff soil have been actually worn smooth
in a narrow passage where the hyznas used to come in con-
tact with them in passing out and in ; and for several feet
in depth the floor beneath is composed almost exclusively of
gnawed fragments, that still exhibit the deeply indented
marks of formidable teeth, In the famous Kirkdale cave
alone, part of the skeletons of from two to three hundred
hyznas have been detected, mixed with portions of the os-
seous framework of the cave-tiger, the cave-bear, the ox, the
deer, the mammoth, and the rhinoceros. That cave must
have been a den of wild creatures for many ages ere the times
of the boulder clay, during which period it was shut up from
all access to the light and air by a drift deposit, and lay co-
vered over until again laid open by some workmen little more
than thirty years ago. Not noly were many of the wild ani-
mals of the country which still exist contemporary for a time
with its extinct bears, tigers, and elephants, but it seems at
least highly probable that several of our domesticated breeds
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