
OF .ANIMALS. 

the geologist who once in a lifetime pi<.ks up in a stratified 
sand or clay a stone arrow-head or a human bone, :finds that 
the data on which he founds his conclusions may be receiv-, 
ed or rejected ~y his contemporaries, but not re-examined. It 
may be safely stated, however, that that ancient record in 
which man is represented as the last-born of creation is op­
posecl by no geologic fact j and that if, according to Chalmers, 
"the Mosaic writings do not fix. the antiquity of the globe,'' 
they at least do fix-making allowance, of course, for the 
varying estimates of the cbronologer-" the antiquity of the 
human species." The great column of being, with its base 
set in the sea, and inscribed, like some old triumphal pillar, 
with many a. strange form,-at once hieroglyphic ancl .figure, 
-bears, as the ornately sculpturecl capital, which imparts 
beauty and :finish to the wl1ole, reasoning, responsible man. 
There is surely a very wonderful harmony manifested in the 
proportions of that nice sequence in which the invertebrates 
-the fishes, the reptiles, the birds, the marsupials, the pla­
cental mammals, and, last of all, man himself.-are so exqui­
sitely atTanged. It reminds us of the fine figure employed 
by Dryden in his first Ode for St Cecilia's Day,-a figure 
which, viewed in the light cast 011 it by the modern science 
of Palreontology, stands Ollt in bolder relief than that in which 
it could have appeared to the poet himself:-

"From harmony, from heavenly harmony, 
'J'his universal frame began ; 
From harmony to harmony, 
Tlu:ough all the compass of the notes, it ran, 
The d·iapason closing full in man.'' 

In the limits to which I have restricted myself, I have been 
able to do little more than simply to chronicle the successive 
eras in which the various classes and divisions of the organic 
kingdom, vegetable and animal, make their appearance in 
creation. I have produced merely a b1ief record of the va­
rious births, in their order, of that great family whose father 
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