
OF ANIMALS. 

With ravine sbriek·d against his creect,
Who loved, who suffered countless ills, 

Who battled for the true, thejust,
Be blown about the desert dust, 

Or seal' d within the iron hills? 
No more ? A monster then, a dream, 

A discord. Dragons of the prime, 
That tare each other in their slime, 

Were mellow music, match'd with him. 
0, life, as futile then as frail,-

0 for thy voice to soothe and bless! 
What hope of answer or redress, 

Behind the veil, behind the veil!" 
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The sagacity of the poet here,-that strange sagacity which 
seems so nearly akin to the prophetic spirit,-suggests in this 
noble passage the true reading of the enigma. The appear
ance of man ltpon the scene of being ccnstitutes a new era 
in creation ; the operations of a new instinct come into play, 
-that instinct whicl1 anticipates a life after the grave, and 
reposes in impltcit faith upon a God alike just and good, who 
is the pledged " rewarder of all 'v ho diligently seek IIim." 
And in looking along tl1e long line of being,-ever rising in 
the scale from l1igl1er to yet higl1er manifestations, or abroad 
on the lower animals, whom instinct never deceives,-can we 
hold that man, immeasurably higher in his place, and infi
nitely l1igher in his hopes and aspirations, than all that ever 
went before him, should be, notwithstanding, the one grand 
error in creation,-the one painful worker, in the midst of 
present trouble, for a state into 'vhich he is never to enter, 
-the befooled expectant of a happy future, which he is 
never to see 1 Assuredly no. He who keeps faith with all 
hiCJ humbler creatures,-who gives to even the bee and the 
dormouse the winter for which they prepare,-will to a cer
tainty not break faith with man,-with man, alike the de
puted lord of the present creation, and the chosen heir of all 
tl1e futltre. We have been looking abroad on the old geolo
gic burying-grounds, and deciphering the strange inscriptions 
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