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curred great numbers of shells now not British, though found
in many parts of Britain at heights varying from two hun-
dred to nearly fourteen hundred feet over the existing sea-
level. But though no longer British shells, they are shells
that still continue to live in high northern latitudes, as on the
shores of Iceland and Spitzbergen; and the abundance in
which they were developed on the submerged plains and hill-
sides of what are now England and Scotland, during what is
termed the Pleistocene period, shows of itself what a very pro-
tracted period that was. The prevailing tellina of the bed
which I last explored,—a bed which occurs in some places
six miles inland, in others elevated on the top of dizzy crags,
—is a sub-arctic shell (Zellina proxima ), of which only dead
valves are now to be detected on our coasts, but which may
be found living at the North Cape and in Greenland. The
prevailing astarte, its contemporary, was Adstarte arctica, now
so rare as a British species, that many of our most sedulous
collectors have never seen a mnative specimen, but which is
comparatively common on the northern shores of Tceland, and
on the eastern coasts of Norway, within the arctic circle. In
this elevated Sccttish bed of the Pleistocene period I laid these
boreal shells open to the light by hundreds, on the spot evi-
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dently where the individuals had lived and died. TUnder
the severe climatal conditions to which (probably from some
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