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124 THE TWO RECORDS,

Cuvier, Parkinson, and Silliman, that each of the siz days of
the Mosaic narrative in the first chapter were what is assu-
redly meant by the day referred to in the second,—not na-
tural days, but lengthened periods,—1I find myself called on,
as a geologist, to account for but three of the six. Of the
period during which light was created,—of the period dur-
ing which a firmament was made to separate the waters from
the waters,—or of the period during which the two great
lights of the earth, with the other heavenly bodies, became
visible from the earth’s surface,—we need expect to find no
record in the rocks. Let me, however, pause for a moment,
to remark the peculiar character of the language in which
we are first introduced, in the Mosaic narrative, to the hea-
venly bodies,—sun, moon, and stars. The moon, though
absolutely one of the smallest lights of our system, is de-
scribed as secondary and subordinate to only its greatest
light, the sun. It is the apparent, then, not the actual,
which we find in the passage,—what seemed to be, not what
was ; and as it was merely what appeared to be greatest that
was described as greatest, on what grounds are we to hold
that it may not also have been what appeared at the time
to be made that has been described as made? The sun,
moon, and stars may have been created long before, though
it was not until this fourth period of creation that they be-
came visible from the earth’s surface.

The geologist, in his attempts to collate the Divine with
the geologic record, has, I repeat, only three of the six pe-
riods of creation to account for,—the period of plants, the
period of great sea-monsters and creeping things, and the
period of cattle and beasts of the earth. He is called on to
question his systems and formations regarding the remaius of
these three great periods, and of these only. And, the ques-
tion once fairly stated, what; I ask, is the reply? All geo-
logists agree in holding that the vast geological scale natu-
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