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136 THE TWO RECORDS,

lights of the day and night, would have arrested most power-
fully, during these periods, a human eye, we shall find the
harmony of the two records complete. In your visit to the
museum, I would yet further ask you to mark the place of
the human skeleton in the great gallery. It stands—at least
it stood only a few years ago—in the same apartment with
the huge mammifers. And it is surely worthy of remark,
that while in both the sacred and geologic records a strongly-
defined line separates between the period of plants and the
succeeding period of reptiles, and again between the period
of reptiles and the sueceeding period of mammals, no line in
either record separates between this period of mammals and
the human period. ~Man came into being as the last-born
of creation, just ere the close of that sixth day—the third
and terminal period of organic creation—to which the great
mammals belong.

Let me yet further remark, that in each of these three
great periods we find, with respect to the classes of exist-
ences, vegetable or animal, by which they were most promi-
nently characterized, certain well-marked culminating points
together, if I may so express myself,—twilight periods of
morning dawn and evening decline. The plants of the ear-
lier and terminal systems of the Pal®ozoic division are few
and small : it was only during the protracted eons of the
carboniferous period that they received their amazing deve-
lopment, unequalled in any previous or succeeding time.™

* It will be seen that there is no attempt made in this lecture to repre-
sent the great Palaozoic division as characterized throughout its entire ex-
tent by a luxuriant flora. It is, on the contrary, expressly stated here,
that the *‘ plants of its earlier and terminal formations (. e. those of the
Silurian, Old Red, and Permian systems) were few and small,” and that
““it was only during the protracted eons of the Cartoniferous period that
they received their amazing development, unequalled in any previous 01 suc-
ceeding time.” Being thus express in my limitation, I think I have just

cause of complaint against any one who represents me as unfairly labour-
ing, in this very compositién, to muke it be believed that the whole Pa-
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