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during which it assumes in succession the form of the brain 
of a fish, of a reptile, of a bird, of a mamm.iferous quadruped; 
and, finally, it takes upon it its unique character as a human 
brain. Hence the remark of Oken, that " man is the sum 
total of all the animals;" hence, too, a recognition of type in 
the l"istory of the successive vertebral periods of the geologist, 
symbolical of the history of every individual man. It is not 
difficult to conceive how, on a subject of such complexity, 
especially if approached in an irreverent spirit, grave mistakes 
and misconceptions should take place. Virgil knew just 
enough of Hebrew prophecy to misapply, in his Pollio, to his 
great patron Octavius, those ancient predictions which fore
told that in that age the Messiah was to appear. And I am 
inclined to hold, that in the more ingenious speculations of 
the Lamarckians we have just a similar misapplication of 
what, emboldenecl by the views of o,ven and Agassiz, I shall 
venture to term the Geologic Prophecies. 

The term is new, but the idea which it embodies, though 
it at first existed rather as a nice poetic instinct than as a 
scientifically based thought, is at least as old as the times of 
Herder and Coleridge. In a passage quoted f1·om the former 
writer by Dr M'Cosh, in his very masterly work on typical 
forms, I find the profound German remarking of the strange 
1·esemblances which pervade all nature, ancl impart a general 
unity to its forms, that it would seem " as if on all our earth 
the form-abounding mother had proposed to herself but one 
type,-one proto-plasma,-according to which, and for which, 
she formed them all. Know, then," he continues, "what this 
form is. It is the identical one which man also wears.', And 
the remark of Coleridge, in his "Aids to Reflection," is still 
more definite. " Let us carry us back in spirit," he says, " to 
the mysterious week, the teeming work-davs of the Creator 
(as tl~Jey rose in VISION before tl~Je eye of the inspired historian), 
of the operations of the heavens and of the ea.Ith in the day 
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