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ance. Itself a continuous arch througl1out, it was supported 
by a series of continuous arches inside, somewhat resembling 
in form the groined ribs of a Gothic roof, but whicl1, unlike 
the ponderous stone-work of the medireval architects, 'vere 
as light as they 'vere strong. And to this combination of 
at·ches there was added, in the ribs and grooves of the shell, 
yet another element of strength,-that which has of late 
been introduced into iron 1·oots, which, by means of their 
corrugations,-ribs and grooves like those of the ammonite, 
__:are made to span over wide spaces, without tl1e support of 
beams or 1·afters. Still more recently, the same principle 
has been introduced into metallic boats, which, when cornt­
gated, like the old ammonites, are found to be sufficiently 
strong to resist almost any degree of pressure without the 
wonted addition of an interior framework. Similar evidences 
of design appear in the other extinct n1olluscs peculiar to these 
geologic ages, such as the hamite and turrilite. The belem .. 

Fig. 9.J.. 

AlUlONITES HUMPRIESIANUB. 

(Oolite.) 
nite seems to have united the pri nciplc of the float to tltat 
of the sinker, as we see both united in some of our modern 
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