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contrivances were sufficiently sin1ple, resembling those which 
we find exemplified in the humbler trades, originated in com­
paratively unenlightened ages ; and yet their simplicity had 
but the effect of rendering the peculial"ly human cast of the 
mind exhibited in their production all the more obvious. 
The bony scales which covered fishes such as the Osteolepis 
and Diplopterus of the Old Red Sandstone, or the Megalich­
thys of the Coal Measures, were of considerable mass and 
thickness. They could not, compatibly wit.h much nicety of 
:finish, be laid over each other, like the thin horny scales of 
the salmon or herring ; and so we find them curiously fitted 
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a, OBAMPEBED so .ALEs. ( Osteolepis.) 
b, DIBBIOATBD SCALES. ( Glyptolepis.) 

(Old Red, SanclBtone.) 

flexure without risk of dislocation. The uppermost joint ahowa two bito­
ml cavities for the articulation of auxiliary arms. 
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