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in mechanics which an ordinary slater would have avoided ;
but as the Creator commits no such blunders, the mistake pro-
bably occurs in but the restoration. I may mention, that the
dorsal surface of this ancient fish had also its central plate,—
a lozenge truncated at its two longer ends ; and that, moulded
to meet the necessities of its position, it was not flat, like the
under one, but strongly arched ; and that on four of its six
sides it overrode by a squamose suture the lower plates with
which it came in contact.

These are but humble illustrations of the designing prin-
ciple, as exhibited of old ; and yet they impress none the less
strongly on that account. Among the many contrivances of
the Chinese Museum, to which I have already referred, none
seemed more to excite the curiosity of visitors than a set of
tall-backed, elaborately-carved chairs, exceedingly like those
which were used in our own country two centuries ago, and
which Cowper so exquisitely describes. For thousands of miles
in the wide tract that spreads out between European Chuis-
tendom and the great wall, the inhabitants squat upon mats
or carpets, or loll on divans ; and the contrivance of the chair
isunknown : it re-appears in China, however, and re-appears,
not as a mere seat or stool, but as, in every bar and limb, the
identical chair of Europe arrested a century or two back in
its development. And every corresponding tenon and mor-
tise exhibited by the Chinese and European examples of this
simple piece of furniture served more forcibly to show an
identity of character in the minds which had originated them
in countries so far apart, than the more elaborate contrivances
which, though illustrative of the same principles of invention,
were less easily understood. It is so with the more simple
and familiar instances of adaptation furnished by the works
of the Creator. 'We infer from them, more directly than from
the complex mechanisms, that He who wrought of old after
the manner of & man must have in his intellectual character,



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1870-Miller-Testimony/README.htm


