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form of man; and that tllus all God's 'vorkings in creation 
should be indissolubly linked to God himself, not by any 
sucl1 mere likeness or ima.ge of the Divinity as that whicl1 
tbe first Adam bore, but by Divinity itself in the seconcl 
Adam ; so that on the 1·ainbow-encircled apex of the pyra
mid of created being the Son of God and the Son of Man 
should sit enthroned for ever in one adorable person. That 
man should l1ave been made in the image of God seems to 
have been a meet prepara:~ion for God's after assumption of 
the form of man. It was perhaps thus secured that stock 
and graft, if I may venture on such a metaphor, should have 
the necessary affinity, and be capable of being united in a 
single person. The false gods of the Egyptians assumed, it 
was fabled, the fo1·ms of brutes : it was the human form and 
nature that was assun1ed by the true God ;-so far as we 
know, the only form and nah1re that cotdd have brought Him 
into dh·ect uniou with at once the matter and mind of the 
universe 'vhich he had created and made,-with "true body 
and reasonable soul.'' Yet further, I learn by inevitable in .. 
fel"ence from one of the more distinctive articles of my creed, 
that as certainly as the dynasty of the fish was predetermined 
in the scheme of Providence to be succeeded by the higher 
dynasty of the reptile, and that of the reptile by the still 
higher dynasty of the mammal, so it was equally }>redeter
mined that the dynasty of responsible, fallible man should be 
succeeded by the dynasty of glo1ifiecl, immortal man ; and 
that, in consequence, the present mixed state of things is not 
a mere result, as some theologians believe, of a certain hun1an 
act which was perpetrated about six thousand years ago, but 
was, virtually at least, the effect of a God-determined decree, 
old as eternity,-a decree in which that act was written as 
a portion of the general }lrogramme. In looking abroad on 
that great histol"Y of life of which the latter portions are re · 
corded in the pages of revelation, and the eariier in the rocks 
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