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228 GEOLOGY IN ITS BEARINGS

certainly a circumstance worthy of notice, and surely not
without bearing on the physical condition of primeeval hu-
manity, that in this centre we find a variety of the species
which naturalists of the highest standing regard as funda-
mentally typical of the highest races of the globe. * The
natives of the Caucasus,” says Cuvier, “are even now con-
sidered as the handsomest on earth.” And wherever man
has, if I may so speak, fallen least,—wherever he has re-
tained, at least intellectually, the Divine image,—this Cau-
casian type of feature and figure, with, of course, certain na-
tional modifications, he also retains. It was developed in a
remarkable degree among the old Greeks, as may be seen
from the busts of some of their handsomer men ; and still
more remarkably in their beaw ideal of beauty, as exempli-
fied in the statues of their gods. We see it also, though
dashed with a shade of severity, in the strong forms and
stern features of monarchs that reigned of old in Nineveh
and Babylon, as brought to light in their impressive effigies
by the excavations of Rawlinson and Layard. And further,
though somewhat modified by the African dash, we detect
it in the colossal statues of Egypt. Nor, as shown by Egyp-
tian paintings still fresh in colour and outline, was it less
traceable in the ancient Jewish countenance and figure. It
is still palpable, too, amid all the minor peculiarities of na-
tional physiognomy, in the various peoples of Europe. We
may see it in our own country, though, as Sir Walter Scott
truly tells us,—

¢* The rugged form may mark the mountain band,
And harsher features and a mien more grave.”

It walks, however, the boards of our Parliament House here
in a very respectable type of Caucasian man ; and all agree

. that nowhere else in modern Europe is it to be found more

“rue to its original contour than among the high-bred aris-
tocracy of England, especially among the female members of
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