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clouds,—how must he have felt, as he became conscious that
the earth was fast ripening, and that, as its foundations be-
came stable on the abyss, it was made by the Creator a home
of higher and yet higher forms of existence,—how must he
have felt, if, like some old augur looking into the inner mys-
teries of animal life, with their strange prophecies, the truth
had at length burst upon him, that reasoning, accountable man
was fast coming to the birth,—man, the moral agent,—man,
the ultimate work and end of creation,—man, a creature in
whom, as in the inferior animals, vitality was to be united to
matter, but in whom also, as in no inferior animal, responsi-
bility was to be united to vitality! How must expectancy
have quickened,—how must solicitude have grown,—when,
after the dynasty of the fish had been succeeded by the dy-
nasty of the reptile, and that of the reptile by the dynasty of
the sagacious mammal, a time had at length arrived when the
earth had become fixed and stable, and the proud waves of
ocean had been stayed,—when, after species and genera in
both kingdoms had been increased tenfold beyond the prece-
dent of any former age, the Creative Hand seemed to pause
in its working, and the finished creation to demand its lord!
Even at this late period, how strange may not the doubts and
uncertainties have been that remained to darken the mind of
the lost spirit ! It was according to his experience,—stretched
backwards to the first beginnings of organic vitality, and co-
extensive, at a still earlier period, with God’s spiritual uni-
verse,—that all animals should die,—that all moral agents
should live. How, in this new creation,—this prodigy of
creation, who was to unite what never before had been united,
—the nature of the animals that die with the standing and
responsibility of the moral agents that live,—how, in this par-
taker of the double nature, was the discrepancy to be recon-
ciled? How, in this matter, were the opposite claims of life
and death to be adjusted, or the absolute immortality, which
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