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LECTURE SEVENTH.

THE NOACHIAN DELUGE.

PART I.

THERE are events so striking in themselves or from their ac-
companiments, that they powerfully impress the memories
of children but little removed from infancy, and are retained
by them in a sort of troubled recollection ever after, however
extended their term of life. Samuel Johnson was only two
and a half years old when, in accordance with the belief of
the time, he was touched by Queen Anne for the “XEvil ;”

* but more than seventy years after, he could call up in memory

a dream-like recollection of the lady dressed in a black hood,
and glittering with diamonds, into whose awful presence he
had been ushered on that occasion, and who had done for
the cure of his complaint all that legitimate royalty could do.
And an ancient lady of the north country, who had been car-
ried, when a child, in her nurse’s arms, to witness the last
witch execution that took place in Scotland, could distinctly
tell, after the lapse of nearly a century, that the fire was sur-
rounded by an awe-struck crowd, and that the smoke of the
burning, when blown about her by a cross breeze, had a foul
and suffocating odour. In this respect the memory of infant
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