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246 THE NOACHIAN DELUGE

by Deucalion became men, and those by Pyrrha became
women, and thus the disfurnished world was peopled anew.
The navigator always regards himself as sure of his position
when he has fwo landmarks to determine it by, or when in
the open ocean he can ascertain, not only his latitude, but
his longitude also. And this curious American tradition
seems to have its two such marks,—its two bisecting lines of
determination,—to identify it with the classic tradition of
the Old World that refers evidently to the same great event.

There are other portions of America in which the tradi-
tion of the Flood is still more distinct than among the fo-
rests of the Orinoco. It is related by Herrera, one of the
Spanish historians of America, that even the most barharous
of the Brazilians had some knowledge of a general deluge ;
that in Peru the ancient Indians reported, that many years
before there were any Incas, all the people were drowned by
a great flood, save six persons, the progenitors of the exist-

- ing races, who were saved on a float ; that among the Me-

choachans it was believed that a single family was preserved,
during the outburst of the waters, in an ark with a sufficient
number of animals to replenish the new world ; and, more
curious still, that it used to be told by the original inhabi-
tants of Cuba, that “an old man, knowing the delnge was to
come, built a great ship, and went into it with his family
and abundance of animals; and that, wearying during the
continuance of the flood, he sent out a crow, which at first
did not return, staying to feed on the dead bodies, but after-
wards returned bearing with it a green branch.” The re-
semblance borne by this last tradition to the Mosaic narra-
tive is so close as to awaken a doubt whether it may not
have been but a mere recollection of the teaching of some
early missionary. Nor can its genuineness now be tested,
seeing that the race which cherished it has been long since
extinct, It may be stated, however, that a similar suspicion



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1870-Miller-Testimony/README.htm


