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260 THE NOACHIAN DELUGE.

moral purposes ; and we know that those who have perilously
held that along with the moral facts definite physical facts,
geographic, geologic, or astronomical, had also been imparted,
have almost invariably found themselves involved in mon-
strous error. And in this matter of the Flood, though it
be a fact of great moral significancy that God in an early pe-
riod of the human history destroyed the whole race for their
wickedness,—all save one just man and his family,—it is not
in the least a matter of moral significancy whether or no the
deluge by which the judgment was effected covered not only
the parts of the earth occupied by man at the time, but ex-
tended also to Terra del Fuego, Tahiti, and the Falkland
Islands. In fine, though the question whether the Noachian
Deluge was universal, or merely partial, is an interesting ques-
tion in physics, it is in no higher degree a moral one than
those questions which relate to the right figure or age of the
earth, or to the true motions of the heavenly hodies. And
it will be found that the only passages in Scripture which re-
fer to this strictly physical subject, instead of determining
the geographic extent of the Flood, serve only to raise a ques-
tion regarding their own extent of meaning.

It is known to all students of the sacred writings, that there
is a numerous class of passages in both the Old and New Tes-
taments in which, by a sort of metonymy common in the East,
a considerable part is spoken of as the whole, though in reality
often greatly less than a moiety of the whole. Of this clasy
are the passages in which it is said, that on the day of Pen-
tecost there were Jews assembled at Jerusalem “ out of every
nation under heaven;” “that the gospel was preached to every
creature under heaven;” that the Queen of Sheba came to
hear the wisdom of Solomon from the  uttermost parts of the
earth,;” that God put the dread and fear of the children of
Israel upon the nations that weve *wunder the whole heavens,”
and that “all countries came into Egypt to Joseph to buy
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