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corn.” And of course the universally admitted existence of
such a class of passages, in which words are ot to be accepted
in their rigidly literal meanings, but with certain great modi-
fications, renders the task of determining and distinguishing
such passages from others in which the meaning is definite
and strict, not only legitimate, but also laudable ; and justifies
us in inquiring whether those passages descriptive of the
Flood or its effects, in which it is said that the ‘ waters pre-
vailed exceedingly on the earth,” so that “ all the high hills
that were under ¢he whole heavens were covered,” or that “all
flesh died that moved upon the earth,” belong to their number
or no. There are some instances in which the Scriptures
themselves reveal the character and limit the meaning of the
metonymic passages. They do so with respect to the passage
already quoted regarding the stranger Jews assembled in Jeru-
salem at the Pentecostal feast,—* out of every nation under
heaven.” For further on we read that these Jews had come
from but the various countries extending around Judea, as
far as Italy on the one hand, and the Persian Gulf on the
other ;—an area large, indeed, but scarce equal to a one fiftieth
part of the earth’s surface. But there is no such explana-
tion given to limit or restrict most of the other passages : the
modifying element must be sought for outside the sacred vo-
lume,—in ancient history or ancient geography. The reader
must, for instance, acquaint himself with the progress of dis-
covery in early ages, or the boundaries of the Roman Empire
under the first Cesars, ere he can form a probable conjecture
regarding the extent of that “all the earth” which sought
the presence of Solomon, or a correct estimate respecting the
limits of that “all the world” which Czsar Augustus could
have taxed. And to this last class, which fail to explain them-
selves, the passages respecting the Flood evidently belong.
Like the passages cited, and, with these, almost all the texts
of Scripture in which questions of physical science are in-
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