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the assumption that challenges the remains of the old Pleis· 
tocene carnivora and pachydermata as those of intertropical 
species brought northwards by a universal deluge, is about 
as well based and sound as if it challenged the bones of foxes 
occasionally found in our woods for the remains of dogs of 
Aleppo or Askalon brought into Britain by the Crusaders, or 
as if it pronounced a dead ass to be one of the cavalry horses 
of the fatal charge of Balaklava, transported to England from 

. the Crimea as a relic of the fight. The hypothesis confotmds 
as a species the Rosinante of Quixote with the Dapple of 
Sancho Panza, and frames its argument on the mistake. 

That this extinct group of animals inhabited for ages the 
countries in which their remains are now embedded, is ren­
dered evident by their great numbers in some localities, and 
from their occurrence in various states of preservation, and 
in beds of various ages. The five hundred mammoths whose 
tusks and grinders we1'e dragged up in thirteen years by the 
oyster dredgers of the Norfolk coast from a t11Wt of sub­
merged drift, could not all have been contemporary in a 

small corner of England, but must have represented several 
generations. And of course the two thousand grinders 
brought up from the exposed surface of the drift must have 
bo1·ne but a small proportion to the thous~nds still dispersed 
throughout the entire depth of the deposit. Any argument, 
however, founded on the mere numbers of these elephantine 
tusks and grinde1·s, and which evaded the important ques­
tion of species, might be eluded, however unfairly, by the 
assertors of a universal deluge. Floods certainly do at times 
accumulate, in great heaps, bodies of the same specific gra­
vity; and why might not a universal :flood have accumulated 
on this special tract of drift, the carcases of many elephants 1 
But it will be found greatly more difficult to elude the in­
genious argument on the general question of Profesor Owen. 
Next, perhaps. to the extinct elephant, one of the most nu4 
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