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of the hippopotamus ; and the ornithio inl1abitants of New 
Zealand had their predecessors in monstrous birds, such as 
the dinornis, the aptornis, and the palapteryx,-wingless crea· 
tures like the ostrich, that stood from six to twelve feet in 
height. In these several regions two geruJ'rations of species 
of the genera peculiar to them l1ave existed,-the 1·ecent 
generation, by 'vhose descendants they are still inhabited, 
and the extinct gigantic generation, 'vhose 1·emains we find 
locked up in their soils and caves. But how are such £~cts 
reconcileable with the hypothesis of a universal deluge~ 

The Deluge was an event of the existing creation. Hacl 
it been universal, it would either have broken 1.1p all the 
diverse centres, and substituted one great general centre 
insteacl,-that in which the ark rested ; or else, at an enor
mous expense of miracle, all tl1e animals preserved by 'natu
ral means by Noah would have hacl to be returned by s~tper
'ludural means to the regions 'vhence by nteans equally su
t:Jernatural they had been brought. The sloths and nrlua
dilloes,-little fitted by nature for long journeys,-would 
have required to be ferried across the Atlantic to the regions 
in which the ren1a.ins of the megatherium and glyptodon lie 
entombed ; the kangaroo and wombat, to the insulated con
tinent that contains the bones of the extinct macropus nnd 
phascolon1ys; and theN ew Zealand birds, i11cluding its heavy 
flying quails and its wingless wood-hen, oo those remote islands 
of the Pacific in which the skeletons of Palapteryx ingens 
and Dinornis giga!tteuslie entombed. Nor will it avail aught 
to urge, with certain assertors of a universal deluge, that dur
ing the cataclysm, sea and land changed their places, and that 
what is now land had formed the bottom of the anteclilu,,ian 
ocean; and, vice versa, what is now sea had been the land on 
which the first human inhabitants of tl1e earth increased and 
multiplied. No geologist who knows ho'v very various the 
ages of the several table-lauds and mountain-chains in reality 
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