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316 THE NOACHIAN DELUGE

reversed course, towards the distant ocean, by the three great
outlets which, dnring the period of depression, had given ac-
‘cess to the waters. Noah would of course see that * the
'fountains of the deep were stopped,” and “the waters return-
ing from off the earth continually ;7 but whether the Deluge
had been partial or universal, he could neither see nor know.
His prospect in either case would have been equally that de-

scribed by the poet Bowles :—

‘¢ The mighty ark
Rests upon Ararat ; but nought around
Its inmates can behold, save o'er the expanse
Of boundless waters the sun’s orient orb
Stretching the hull's long shadow, or the moon
In silence through the silver-curtained clouds
Sailing, as she hersslf were lost, and left
In hollow loneliness.”

Let me farther remark, that in one important sense a par-
tial flood, such as the one of which I have conceived as ade-
quate to the destruction, in an early age, of the whole human
family, could scarce be regarded as miraculous. Several of our
first geologists hold, that some of the formidable cataclysms
of the remote past may have been occasioned by the sudden
upheaval of vast continents, which, by displacing great bodies
of water, and rolling them outwards in the character of enor-
mous waves, inundated wide regions elevated hundreds of
feet over the sea-level, and strewed them over with the rock-
boulders, clays, gravels, and organic debris of deep sea-bot-
toms. And these cataclysms they regard as perfectly natu-
ral, though of course very unusual, events. Nor would the
gradual depression of a continent, o, as in the supposed case,
of a portion of a continent, be in any degree less natural than
the sudden upheaval of a continent. It would, on the con-
trary, be much more according to experience. Nay, were
such a depression and elevation of the great Asiatic basin to
take place during the coming twelvemonth as that of which
I have conceived as the probable cause of the Deluge, though
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