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the character and standing of the geologists, and the sublime
nature of their discoveries, believe that geology ranks as
certainly among the sciences as astronomy itself; but who,
little in earnest in their religion, are quite ready enough,
when they find theologians asserting the irreconcileability
of the geologic doctrines with those of Scripture, to believe
them ; nay, not only so, but to repeat the assertion. It is not
fashionable in the present age openly to avow infidelity, save
mayhap in some modified rationalistic or pantheistic form ;
but in no age did the thing itself exist more extensively ;
and the number of individuals is very great who, while they
profess an outward respect for Revelation, have no serious
quarrel with the class who, in their blind zeal in its behalf,
are in reality undermining its foundations. Nor are there
avowed infidels awanting who also make common cause with
the party so far as to assert that the results of geologic dis-
covery conflict irreconcileably with the Mosaic account of
creation. But there is yet another class, composed of re-
spectable and able men, who, from the natural influence of
their acquirements and talents, are perhaps more dangerous
allies still, and whom we find represented by writers such
as Mr Babbage and the Rev. Baden Powell. It is held by
both these accomplished men, that it is in vain to attempt
reconciling the Mosaic writings with the geologic discoveries :
both are intimately acquainted with the evidence adduced
by the geologist, and entertain no doubt whatever regarding
what ¢ establishes ; but though in the main friendly to at
least the moral sanctions of the New Testament, both virtu-
ally set aside the Mosaic cosmogony ; the one (Mr Babbage)
on the professed grounds that we really cannot arrive with
any certainty at the meaning of that old Hebrew introduc-
tion to the Scriptures in which the genesis of things is de-
scribed ; and the other (Mr Powell) on the assumption that
that 1nvroduction is but a mere picturesque myth or parable,
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