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absurdity of a theory [that of the earth’s antiquity] whick
has not a single valid argument to support it. It is described
as having its trunk rising from the earth perpendicularly ten
feet, and then bending over and extending horizontally sixty
feet. Now, what living tree thus lopsided could support
such a weight in such a direction ? It seems to have been
created on purpose to silence the HORRID BLASPHEMIES of geo-
logists ; for it proves to a demonstration, that the upper,
nether, and swrrounding matter came into existence with it
at the same instant ; for how else could it have been pre-
served in such a position ¥’ The triumph secured by the car-
boniferous tree, however,—though it does not seem wholly
impossible that a tree might in any age of the world have
been broken over some ten feet from its root, and bent in a
horizontal position,—seems in some danger of being neutra-
lized, as we read on, by the circumstance that geologists find
not unfrequently, among their fossils, the dung of the car-
nivorous vertebrates, charged in many instances with the
teeth, bones, and scales of the creatures on which they had
preyed, and strongly impressed, in at least the coprolites of
the larger Palw®ozoic ganoids, and of the enaliosaurs of the
Secondary period, by the screw-like markings of a spiral in-
testine, similar in form to that now exemplified by the sharks
and rays. .And in maintaining his hypothesis that most fos-
sils are mere archetypes—mere plans or models—of exist-
ences to be, the archetypal dung proves rather a stumbling-
block, and the English clergyman waxes exceedingly wroth
against the geologists. “We cannot,” he says, “believe in
such things as coprolites. They are only a curious form of
matter commanded by Him who has made the flower to as-
sume all shapes as well as all hues. He who would not al-
low so much as a tool to be lifted up on the stones that com-
posed his altar, would certainly not allow the work of animals
to compose his creation, much less, then, their dung The
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