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geological assertion that the Creator of this world. formed it 
in some pal~ts of coprolites savours very mucl1 of Satan or 
Beelzebub, the god of dung. Geologists could scarcely have 
made a more unfortunate self-refuting assertion than this.'' 
I question, however, whether the clergyman does well to be 
angry with the geologists here. That fossils are mere models 
and archetypes, is his hypothesis, not theirs ; and so it is he 
l1imself who is answerable, not they, for 'vhat l1e cleems the 
in1piety of tl1e archetypal dung. His next statement is ot' 
a kind suited somewhat to astonish the practical geologist. 
"It is tke con,sta'J~t lang1,age of geologists,'' he says, in gi~ng 
the result of their discoveries, "tltat no you1~g lmve bem-a 
fo~tncll/1 'vhile the lal'·ger fossils have been detected iso­
lated, or in the company of others, all differing in kind.'' 
"Archetypal resemblances of ova l1ave been found, and such 
things as rnotl's i but these are distinct and perfect in their 
kind. The occu1Tence of the young, which are imperfect, is 
a fact which has not been, and never can be, established; 
therej'o1·e it neve~· can be p1·oved tltat tltis wo'rld ltas had a 
longer existence tl~n si~ thousand yea1·s." It is "the con­
stant language of geologis~" that "no young have been found'' 
in the fossil state. Amazing assel'tion ! "Therefore it never 
can be proved that this world has l1ad a longer existence than 
six thousand years." Astonishing inference! There is not 
a tyro in geology who ever looked over a set of fossils, or ever 

. spent an hour in exploring a fossiliferous deposit, who does 
not know that the remains of organisms in every stage of 
growth may be found lying side by side in the same bed,­
that almost every museum contains its series of molluscs, 
crustaceans, fishes, and corals, formed to -illustrate species in 
their vario1.1s stages of growth,-that, in especial, among the 
ammonites of the Secondary ages, and the trilobites of the 
Palreozoic ones, these series have been made with great care, 
in order to prevent the erroneous multiplication of species~ ' 
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