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on each other, and somewhat resemble 
in their mode of arrangement the leaf
lets of one of our commonest Aspleni
urm.s,-Aspleniu'n~ trichomanes. One of 
our l1ighest authorities, l1owever, in 
sucl1 matters (Professor Balfour of Edin
burgh) questions whether this org,1nism 
be in reality a fern, ancl describes it, 
from the specimen on the table, in the 
Palreontological chapter of his admi
rable Class Book, simply as "a remark
able pinnate frond." (Fig. 13, p. 23.) 
We find it associated 'vith the ren1ains 
of a terrestrial 11lant allied to lepido
dendron, ancl which in size ancl general 
appearance not a little resen1bles one of 
our commonest club-ntosses,-Lycopo-· 
clium clavatu'n~. * It sends out its 
urancl1es in exactly the Saine style,
SODle short and simple, others branched 
like the parent stem,-in an arrange
ment approximately alternate ; nncl is 

"' I figured this species from an imperfect Oro
marty specimen fifteen years n.go. (See " 01<1 
Red Su.ndt>tone," first edition, 1841, Plnte VII. 
fig. 4.) Of tho greatly better specimens no'v 
figured I owe the larger one (fig. 120) to Mrs 
Mill, Thu1·so, who detected it in tbe richly fos
siliferous flagstones of the locality in which she 
resides, anll kindly made it over to me; ancl the 
specimen of which I have given a magnified 1·e· 
presentation (fig. 12, p. 22), to my friend Mr 
Robert Dick. I have, besides, seen several 
specimens of the same o1·ganism, in a better or 
\\'Orse state of keeping, in the interesting col· 
lection of the Rev. Charles Clouston, Sand wick, 
nea1· Stromness. 

391 

Fig. 120. 
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