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example in the vegetable kingdom as it even now exists.
“Qur host,” says the late Captain Basil Hall, in his brief
description of the island of Java, “carried us to see a singu-
lar tree, which had been brought from Madagascar, called
familiarly the Z7aveller's Friend, Urania being, I believe,
its botanic name. We found it to differ from most other
trees in having all its branches in one plane, like the sticks
of a fan or the feathers of a peacock’s tail” I may further
mention, that the specimen which showed me the abrupt
cactus-like terminations of Ulodendron repeated the evidence
of Messrs Lindley and Hutton’s specimen regarding the ar-
rangement of the cone scars on opposite sides, and showed
also that these scars ascended to within little more than an
inch of the top of the plant.

As there are cases in which the position of a fossil plant
may add, from its bearing op geologic history, a threefold in-
terest to the fossil itself, regarded simply as an organism, I
may be permitted to refer to a circumstance already recorded,
that there was a well-marked Bechera detected about two
years ago by Dr Macbean of Edinburgh, an accomplished na-
turalist and careful observer, in a thin argillaceous stratum,
interposed, in the Queen’s Park, between a bed of columnar
basalt and a bed of trap-tuff, in the side of the eminence oc-
cupied atop by the ruins of St Anthony’s Chapel. The stra-
tified bed in which it occurs seems, from its texture and co-
lour, to be composed mainly of trappean materials, but depo-
sited and arranged in water ; and abounds in carbonaceous
markings, usually in so imperfect a state of keeping that,
though long known to some of the Edinburgh geologists, not
a single species, or even genus, were they able to determine.
All that could be said was, that they seemed fucoidal, and
might of course belong to any age. The Bechera, however,
shows that the deposit is one of the Lower Coal Measures,
There was found associated with it a tooth of a Carboniferous



	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1870-Miller-Testimony/README.htm


