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From the disappearance of many of those anomalous types
of the Coal Measures which so puzzle the botanist, and the
extensive introduction of types that still exist, we can better
conceive of the general features and relations of the flora of
the Oolite than of those of the earlier floras. .And yet the
general result at which we arrive may be found not without
its bearing on the older vegetations also. Throughout al-
most all the families of this Oolitic flora there seems to have
run a curious bond of relationship, which, like those ties
which bound together some of the old clans of our country,
united them, high and low, into one great sept, and con-
ferred upon them a certain wonderful unity of character and
appearance. Let us assume the ferns as our central group
Though less abundant than in the earlier creation of the Car-
boniferous system, they seem to have occupied, judging from
their remains, very considerable space in the Oolitic vegeta-
tion ; and with the ferns there were associated in great abun-
dance the two prevailing families of the Pterides,—Equiseta
and Lycopodia,—plants which, in most of our modern trea-
tises on the ferns proper, take their place as the fern allies.
(See fig. 148.) Let us place these along two of the sides of

Fig. 148.
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