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JAMES MILLER, ESQ. F.RS.E,

PROFEBSSOR OF SURGERY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.

My DEAR SIR,

This volume is chiefly taken up in answering, to the best
of its author’s knowledge and ability, the various questions which the old
theology of Scotland has been asking for the last few years of the newest of
the sciences. - ' Will you pardon me the liberty I take in dedicating it to you?
In compliance with the peculiar demand of the time, that what a man
knows of science or of art he should freely communicate to his neighbours,
we took the field nearly together as popular lecturers, and have at least so
far resembled each other in our measure of success, that the same class of
censors have been severe upon both. For while youhave been condemned
as a physiologist for asserting that the human framework, when fairly
wrought during the week, is greatly the better for the rest of the Sabbath,
I have been described by the same pen as one of the wretched class of per-.
sons who teach, that geology, rightly understood, does not conflict with re-
velation. Besides, I owe it to your kindness that, when set asxde by the
indisposition which renders it doubtful whether I shall ever again address
a popular audience, you enabled me creditably to fulfil one of my'engage-
ments by reading for me in public two of the following discourses, and by
doing them an amount of justice on that occasion which could never have
hagn donethem by their author. Further, your kind attentions and adviee
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