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TALES AND SKETCHES.

I
RECOLLECTIONS OF FERGUSON. "

CHAPTER I.

Of Terguson, the bauld and slee.
BURNS.

I rAVE, I believe, as little of the egotist in my compo-
sition as most men; nor would I deem the story of my
life, though by no means unvaried by incident, of interest
enough to repay the trouble of cither writing or perusing
it were it the story of my one life only; but, though an
obscure man myself, I have been singularly fortunate in
my friends. The party-colored tissue of my recollec-
tions is strangely interwoven, if I may so speak, with
pieces of the domestic history of men whose names have
become as familiar to our ears as that of our country
itself; and I have been induced to struggle with the
delicacy which renders one unwilling to speak much of
one’s self, and to overcome the dread of exertion natural
to a period of life greatly advanced, through a desire of
preserving to my countrymen a few notices, which would -
otherwise be lost to them, of two of their gi'eatest favor-
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