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where she i'emained for nearly two months. Our country

had been at peace with all the world for years before, and

the arts which accompany peace had extended their soft

ening influence to our seamen, a class of men not much

marked in the past, as a body at least, - though it had pro

duced a Darnpir and a Falconer, -for aught approaching

to literary acquirement, or the refinement of their manners.

And the officers of this little vessel were no unfavorable

specimens of the more cultivated class. They were in gen

eral well read; and possessing, with the attainments, the

manners of gentlemen, were soon on terms of intimacy

iitli some of the more intelligent inhabitants of the place..vi

There was one among them, however, whose society was

little courted. He was a young and strikingly handsome

man, with bright, speaking eyes, and a fine development of

forehead; but the higher parts of his nature seemed more

than balanced by the lower; and, though proud-spirited and

honorable, he was evidently sinking into a hopeless degra..

dation, -the slave of habits which strengthen with indulg

ence, and which already seemed too strong to be overcome.

I-Ic accompanied, on two or three occasions, some of his

brother officers when engaged in calling on their several

acquaintances of the place. The grosser traits of his char

acter had become pretty generally known, and report had,

as usual, rather aggravated than lessened them. There

was something whispered of a low intrigue in which he was

said to have been engaged; something, too, of those dis

rcputable habits of solitary indulgence in which the stimu

lating agent is recklessly and despairingly employed to

satisfy for the moment the evei-i'ccurring cravings of a

depraved appetite, and which are regarded as precluding

the hope of reform; and be seemed as if shunned by every

one. His high spirit, however, though it felt neglect, could
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