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support him under it. He was a keen satirist, too, like
almost all men of talent, who, thinking and feeling more
correctly than they live, wreak on their neighbors the up.
happiness of their own remorse; and he could thus ney-
tralize the bitterness of his feelings by the bitterness of his
thoughts. But with every such help one cannot ‘wholly
dlspense with the respect of others, unless one be possessed
of one’s own; and when a lady of the place, who on one
occasion saw and pitied his chagrin, invited him to" pass
an evening at her house with a small party of friends, the
feeling awakened by her kindness served to convinee him
that he was less indifferent than he could have wished to
the coldness of the others. His spirits rose in the company
to which he was thus introduced; he exerted his powers of
pleasing, — and they were of no ordinary deseription, for,
to an imagination of much liveliness, he added warm feel-
ings and an exquisite taste,— and, on rising to take his
leave for the evening, his hostess, whose interest in him was
heightened by pity, and whose years and character sectired
her from the fear of having her motives misconstrued,
kindly urged him to repeat his visit every time he thought
he could not better employ himself, or when he found it
irksome or dangerous to be alone. And her invitation was
accepted in the spirit in which it was given. _

She soon became acquainted with bis story. IIe had
lost his mother when very young, and had been bred up
under the care of an clder brother, with an eye to the
church ; but his inclinations interfering as he grew up, the
destination was altered, and he ‘applied himself to the
study of medicine. He had passed through college in 2
way creditable to his talents, and on quitting it he seemed
admirably fitted to rise in the profession which he had
made choice of ; for, to very superior acquirements, and



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1871-Miller-Tales/README.htm


