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returned to Cromatty in time enough to witness from the

neighboring hill the smoke of Culloden. In after-life he

used sometimes to amuse his friends by a humorous detail

ofhis sufferings n the cause of the king.

CHAPTER III.

So spake the Fiend; and with necessity
The tyrant's plea excused his devilish deeds.

MILTON.

B far the most important event of the last century to

the people of Scotland was the rebellion of 1.745. To use

an illustration somewhat the worse for the wear, it resem

bled one of those violent hurricanes of the tropics which

overturn trees and houses and strew the shores with wreck

but which more than compensate for the mischief they

occasion by dissipating the deadly vapors of plague and

pestilence, and restoring the community to health. Previ

ous to its suppression the people possessed only a nominal

freedom. The church for which thy had done and suf

fered so much had now been re-established among them for

nearly shay years; and they were called, as elders, to take

a part in its worship, and to deliberate in its courts. The

laws, too, especially .those passed since the union, recog

nized them as free. More depends, however, on the ad

ministration of law than on even the framing of it. The

old hereditary jurisdictions still remained entire; and the

meanest sheriff or baron of Scotland, after holding a court

composed of only himself and his clerk, might consign the
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