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northern counties, whose claim to sclfrespect was not ine
volved in the honor of some noble family. ° There ran
through his humble genealogy some silver thread of high
descent; some great-great-grandfather or grandmother con-
nected him with the avistocracy of the country ; and it
was his pride and honor, not that he was an independent
man, but that he was in some sort a dependent gentle-
man. Hence that assumption of gentility on the part of
the Scotch so often and so unmercifully lashed by the Eng-
lish satirists of the last century. Xence, too, in no small
measure, the entire lack of political whiggism among the
people. Under the influence of the feelings described, a
great family might be compared to one of those fig-trees
of the East which shoot their pendulous branches into the
soil, and, deriving their stability from a thousand separate
roots, defy the tornado and the htirricane. Be it remem-
bered, too, that great families included in this way the
whole of Scottish socicety, from its upper to its lower ox-
treme.

Now, onc of the objections to this kind of bond was the
very unequal measure of justice and protection which it
secured to the two grand classes which it united. It de-
pressed the people in the one scale in the proportion in
which it raised the aristocracy in the other. It did much
for Juggernaut, but little for Juggernaut’s worshippers.
Though well-nigh as powerful at this time in the north of
Scotland as it had been at any previous period, it was
fast losing its influence in the southern districts. The per-
secutions of the former age had done much to lessen its
cfficacy, by sctting the aristocracy, who, in most instances,
held by the court politics and the court religion, in direet
and hostile opposition to the people. And the growing
commerce of the larger towns had done still more to lower



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1871-Miller-Tales/README.htm


