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to give a weight and respectability to the popular party
which it could not otherwise have possessed.

William Forsyth was singularly unfortunate in his mar-
riage. Towards the close of the first year, when but learn-
ing fully to appreciate the comforts of a state to which so
many of the better sentiments of our nature bear reference,
and to estimate more completely the worth of his partner,

- she was suddenly removed from him by death, at a time
when he looked with most hope for a further accession to
his happiness. She died in childbed, and the fruit of her
womb died with her. IIer husband, during the long after-
course of his life, never forgot her, and for eleven years
posterior to the event he remained a widower for her sake.

CHAPTER V.

There is a certain lively gratitude which not only acquits us of the obli-
gations we have received, but, by paying what we owe them, makes our
fricnds indebted to us. — LA ROCHEFAUGCAULD.

Axtoxe the school-fellows of William Forsyth there was
a poor orphan boy named Hossack, a native of the land-
ward part of the parish. e had lost both his parents
when an infant, and owed his first knowledge of letters to
the charity of the schoolmaster. Ilis nearer relatives were
all dead, and he was dependent for a precarious subsistence
on the charity of a few distant connections, not a great
deal richer than himself; among the rest, on a poor widow,
a namesake of his own, who earned a scanty subsistence by
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