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self. TFor the judgment of this gentleman Mr. Forsyth
entertained the highest respect, and he rarely engaged in
any new undertaking without first consulting him. In.
deed, a general massiveness of intellect and force of
character seemed charactervistic of the family, and these
qualities the well-known work of this gentleman’s son,
« Forsyth’s Italy,” serves happily to illustrate. There is
perhaps no book of travels in the language in which the
thoughts lie so closely, or in the perusal of which the
reader, after running over the first few chapters, gives
himself up so entirely to the judgment of the author. The
work is now in its fourth edition; and a biographical me.
moir of the writer, appended to it by his younger brother,
Mr. Isaac Forsyth of Elgin, shows how well and pleasingly
the latter gentleman could have written had he employed
in literature those talents which have rendered him, like
his father and his cousin, eminently successful in business.

When on one of his yearly visits, Mr. Forsyth inquired
of his uncle whether he could not point out to himn, among
his juvenile acquaintance in Elgin, some steady young lad,
of good parts, whom he might engage as an assistant in
bis business at Cromarty. Its more mechanical details,
he said, were such as he himself could perhaps ecasily
master ; but then, occupying his time as they did, without
employing bis mind, they formed a sort of drudgery of
the profession, for which he thought it might prove in the
end a piece of economy to pay. His uncle acquiesced in
the remark, and reccommended to his notice an ingenious
young lad who bad just left school, after distinguishing
himself by his attainments as a scholar, and who was now
living unemployed with some fiiends at Elgin. The lad
was accordingly introduced to Mr, Forsyth, who was
much pleased with his appearance and the simple ingenu-
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