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to John O’Groat’s, the gins and brandies of the Continent.
He then established a hempen man{lfactory, which has
ever since employed about two hundred people within its
walls, and fully twice that number without; and set on
foot a trade in pork, which has paid the rents of half the
widows’ cottages in the country for the last forty years,
and is still carried on by the traders of the place to an ex-
tent of from fifteen to twenty thousand pounds annually.
He established a nail and spade manufactory ; brought
women from England to instruct the young girls in the art
of working lace; provided houses for the poor;presented
the town with a neat, substantial building, the upper part
of which serves as a council-room, and the lower as a prison
and built for the accommodation of the poor Highlanders,
who came thronging into the town to work on his lands or
in his manufactories, a handsome Gaelic chapel. He set
himself; too, to initiate his tenantry in the art of rearing
wheat ; and finding- them wofully unwilling to become
wiser on the subject, he tried the force of example, by tak-
ing an extensive farm under his own management, and
conducting it on the most approved principles of modern
agriculture. It is truly wonderful how much may be
effected by the well-directed energies of one benevolent
and vigorous mind. It is to individuals, not masses, that
the species owe their advancement in the scale of civiliza-
tion and rationality. George Ross was a man far advanced
in life when he purchased the lands of Cromarty, and he
held them for but fourteen years, for he died in 1786, at
the great age of eighty-five; and yet in these few years,
Wwhich might be regarded as but the fag-end of a busy life,
he did more for the north of Scotland than had been ac-
complished by all its other proprietors put together since
the death of President Forbes.
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