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mirrors, sand. embossed with flowers of gold, was well suited

to fill the young imagination. The body was taken ashore;

and, contrary to one of the best established canons of super

stition, was brought to the house of Mr. Forsyth, from.

which, on the following day, when he had invited inhab

tants of the place to attend the funeral, it was carried to

his own burying-ground, and there interred.: And such

was the beginning of a friendship between the benevolent

merchant and the relatives of the deceased which termina

ted only with the life of the former. Two of his visitors,

during the summer of 1795, were a Major and Mrs. Muclie

from Orkney.

I may mention, in the passing, a somewhat curious

circumstance connected with Lord Byron's yacht. She

actually sat deep in the water àt the time with a cargo of

contraband goods, mpst of which were afterwards unIaded

near Sinclair's Bay, in Caithness. Hossack, ere he parted
from the master, closed a bargain with him for a consider

able quantity of Hollamcls, and, on being brought astern to

the vessel's peak on the evening she sailed from Cromarty,
he found the place filled with kegs, bound together by

pairs, and heavy weights attached to facilitate their sink

ing, in the event of their being thrown overboard. It is a

curious, but, I believe, well-authenticated fact, that one of

the most successful smuggling vessels of the period, on at

least the eastern coast of Scotland, was a revenue-cutter

provided by government for the suppression of the trade.

Besides the chance visitors entertained at the hospitable
board of the merchant, there were parties of his friends

and relatives who spent, almost every summer, a few

weeks in his family. The two daughters of his brother,

who had removed to. England so long before, with the son

and daughter of the other brother, who had settled in
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