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windows of his house in Cromarty the procession of a
Liberty and Equality Club. The processionists were after-
wards put down by the gentlemen of the county, and
their leader, a young man of more wit than judgment, sent
to the jail of Tain; but the merchant took no part cither
for or against them. He merely remarked to one of his
friends, that there is as certainly a despotism of the people
as of their rulers, and that it is from the better and wiser,
not from the lower and more unsettled order of minds,
that society need look for whatever is suited to benefit or
adorn it. He had heard of the Dundees and Dalziels of a -
former age, but he had heard also of its Jack Cades and
Massaniellos ; and after outliving the atrocities of Robes-
pierre and Danton, be found no reason to regard the
tyranny of the many with any higher respect than that

which he had all along entertained for the tyranny of the
few.

-

The conversation of Mr. Forsyth was rather solid than
sparkling. Ile was rather a wise than a witty man. Such,
however, was the character of his remarks, that it was the
shrewdest and best informed who listened to them with
most attention and respect. Ilis powers of observation
and reflection were of no ordinary kind. His life, like old
Nestor’s, was extended through two whole generations
and the greater part of the third, and this, too, in a cen-
tury which witnessed more changes in the economy and
character of the people of Scotland than any three centu-
ries which had gonc before. It may not be uninteresting
to the reader rapidly to enumerate a few of the more im-
portant of these, with their mixed good and evil. A brief
summary may. serve to show us that, while we should
never despair of the improvement of society on the-one
hand, seeing how vast the difierence which obtains be-
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