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two-en the opposite states of barbarism and civilization,

there is little wisdom in indulging, on the other, in dreams

of a. theoretical perfection, at which it is too probable our

nature cannot arrive. Few great changes take place in

the economy of a country without removing some of the

older evils which oppressed it; few also without intro

ducing into it evils that are new.

It was in the latter days of Mr. Forsyth that the modern

system of agriculture had begun to effect those changes in

the appearance of the country and the character of the

people by which the one has been so mightily improved

and the other so considerably lowered. The clumsy,

inefficient system which it supplanted was fraught with

physical evil. There was an immense waste of labor. A

large amount of the scanty produce of the country was

consumed by a disproportionably numerous agricultural

population; and, from the inartificial methods pursued,

the harvest., in every more backward season, was thrown

far into the winter; and years of scarcity, amounting al

most to famine, inflicted from time to time their miseries

on the poorer classes of' the people. It was as impossible,

too, in the nature of things, that the system should have

remained unaltered after science had introduced her in

numerable improvements into every other department of

in(lustry, as that night should continue in all its gloom in

one of the central provinces of a country after the day had

arisen in all the provinces which surrounded it. Nor

could .the landed interests, have maintained their natural

and proper place had the case been otherwise. There

were but two alternatives, advance in the general rush of

improvement, or a standing still to be trampled under

foot. With the more enlightened mode of agriculture the

large-farm system is naturally, perhaps inevitably, con-
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