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dered yearly in the town of Cromarty in spirituous liquors
alone, - a larger sum than that expended in tea, sugar,
coffee, soap, and candles, put together. The evil is one of

enormous magnitude, and unmixed in its character; nr

is there any part of the country, and, indeed, few families,
in which its influence is not felt. And yet n some of the

ninny causes which have led. to it we may trace the work

ins of misdirected good, natural and political. A weak

compassion on the part of those whose duty it is to grant
or withhold the license without which intoxicating liquors
cannot be sold, has more than quadrupled the necessary
number of public houses. Has an honest man in the lower

ranks proved unfortunate in business; has a laborer or

farm-servant of good character met with some accident

which incapacitates him from pursuing his ordinary labors;

has a respectable, decent woman lost her husband,-all

apply for the license as their last resource, and all are suc

cessful in their application. Each of their houses attracts

its round of customers, who pass through the downward

stases of a degradation to which the keepers themselves

are equally exposed; and after they have in this way irre

mediably injured the character of their neighbors, their

own, in at least nine cases out of tin, at last gives way;

and the fatal house is shut up, to make way for another of

the same class, which, after performing its work of mis

chief on a new circle, is to be shut up in turn. Another

great cause of the intemperance of time age is connected

with the clubs and societies of modern times. Many of

these inititutions are aclmii'ably suited to preserve a spirit

of independence and self-reliance among the people ex

actly the rverse of that sordid spirit of pauperism which

has so overlaid the energies of the sister kingdom; and

there are few of them which do not lead to a general
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